
Antibiotics prescribed inappropriately 
 
Research shows that twenty percent of antibiotic prescriptions written in primary care 
in England are inappropriate. 
 
The prescriptions were for respiratory tract and urinary tract infections; however, in 
almost a third of all prescriptions, no clinical reason was documented. 
 
Earlier this year Public Health England (PHE) requested that patients should not ask 
their GPs to prescribe antibiotics in a bid to fight against growing resistance to the 
drugs.  
 
To read more 
https://nursingnotes.co.uk/twenty-percent-antibiotics-prescribed-inappropriately/ 
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NHS frees up millions of pounds 

NHS England has published guidance to free up to almost £100 million each 
year by curbing prescriptions of some over-the-counter products, used in condi-
tions such as constipation and athlete’s foot care. This will free-up NHS re-
sources for frontline care, but will not affect prescribing of over-the-counter items 
for longer term or more complex conditions or where minor illnesses are sympto-
matic or a side effect of something more serious. 

Each year the NHS spends:  
• £22.8 million on constipation – enough to fund around 900 community nurses 
• £3 million on athlete’s foot and other fungal infections – enough to fund 810 hip       
operations. 
• £2.8 million on Diarrhea  – enough to fund 2912 cataract operations 

To read more 
https://healthwatchbury.co.uk/nhs-england-frees-up-millions-of-pounds-which-could-be-used-for-frontline-services/ 
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Price Watch ……….UK    

Pioglitazone price has multiplied tenfold 
 
March brought skyrocketing average prices for pioglitazone tablets to independent UK pharmacists, according 
to the latest figures from WaveData. Equivalents to Takeda’s Actos brand for 
treating diabetes saw prices that jumped by 955% to £7.81 (US$11.14) for the 15mg strength, by 809% to 
£8.64 for the 30mg presentation and by 778% to £9.92 for 45mg tablets (see Figure 2). 
 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics 
Bulletin. 

WaveData  

Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis. 

www.generics-bulletin.com 

C O M M E R C I A L  B U L L E T I N  

Amazon has come up against barriers within the Pharma market in the US 

A new report shows that Amazon has obtained wholesale pharmacy licenses in multiple states in an at-
tempt to enter the pharmaceutical market. However it has encountered obstacles.  
 
Amazon has now put the brakes on its plan to sell and distribute pharmaceutical products after it failed to 
persuade big hospitals to alter the way they purchase supplies. 
 
To read more 
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/23/pharmaceuticals-industry-barriers-are-too-high-for-amazon-investor.html 

Millions of pounds of NHS money just thrown in the bin  
 
Unused prescriptions are thrown away every day costing the NHS millions of pounds. 
 
A Staffordshire pharmacist has revealed the full cost of unused NHS prescriptions, after he had to bin 42 
unused inhalers worth more than £2,500. Even though they had not been used, they still had to be disposed 
of.  

Boxes of pills are returned to pharmacists un-opened, but must be destroyed as pharmacists are not       
allowed to reuse them. 

Now, at a time when the NHS budget is being stretched like never before, efforts are being taken to try to 
claw back some of that cash, which could be put to good use elsewhere in the health service. 

To read more 
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/health/6-million-staffordshire-nhs-cash-863479 
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Forthcoming Events 

Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

Priorities for improving payment systems and 
reimbursement in healthcare 3rd May 18  london http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/payments-in-

healthcare-18 

Priorities for the prevention, care and treat-
ment of stroke in England 

10th May 
18 London http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/stroke-care-18 

EMIG Quarterly Meeting  14th May 
18 london http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig/  

e-Health Week 15th-16th 
May 18 london info (a/t) himss-uk.org 

3rd Annual Patient Engagement and Experi-
ence conference  

16th-17th 
May 18 

Amster-
dam  andrea.weber (a/t) pharmafe.com 

EMIG Scotland Meeting  17th May 
18 Edinburgh www.delegant.co.uk/emig 

17th Diabetic Foot Conference  18th May 
18 

Worcester-
shire https://www.malverndiabeticfoot.org/ 

The future of health commissioning in England 21st May 
18 london http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/commissioning-

health-services-18 

Policy conference on cancer in Scotland - inc. 
role of the pharmaceutical industry  

23rd May 
18 Edinburgh http://www.scotlandpolicyconferences.co.uk/book/cancer-policy-in-

Scotland-2018 

Medtech Showcase’ Special Edition Bio-
Tuesday 

22nd May 
18 

Manches-
ter 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medtech-showcase-special-edition-obn
-biotuesday-tickets-44882917013 

Pharmacovigilance Europe Congress 2018  22nd - 23rd 
May 18 london pharmacovigilance (a/t) gravitonevents.org 

WOUNDS UK LEG ULCER CONFERENCE  24th May 
18 Liverpool bookings (a/t) omniamed.com 

BioThirstday 24th May 
18 Oxford https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/obn-biothirstday-ipsen-milton-park-

tickets-41453768337 

Brexit - What's Next for Pharma?  5th June 18 Herts events (a/t) vwv.co.uk 

HSJ Life Sciences Forum  6th June 18 london https://lifesciences.hsj.co.uk/node/1602?
utm_source=EMIG&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LSF18 

Next steps for medical technologies, devices 
and diagnostics: access, regulation and fund-
ing 

7th June 18 London http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/medical-technologies
-18 

Market Access educational event  12th June 
18 london https://pmsociety.org.uk/event/uk-market-access-landscape-2018 

The 2nd Wound Care Congress: From Innova-
tions to Clinical Trials  

13th-14th 
June 18 Edinburgh http://wcict2018.com/scientific-program.aspx 

Joint 24th Medicines for Europe and 21st 
IGBA Annual Conference – Global Generic, 
Biosimilar and Value Added Medicines Confer-
ence 

13th - 15th 
June 18 Budapest http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/annual2018/ 

Conference on older people’s care in Wales - 
funding, new models and dementia care  

20th June 
18 Wales http://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/older-peoples-care-in-

Wales 

SMC Industry Engagement Event  20th June 
18 Glasgow https://www.eventbrite.com/e/smc-industry-engagement-event-20-june

-2018-tickets-45378915558 

Big Data for Pharmacovigilance  20th - 21st 
June 18 london http://www.dsru.org/courses/course-calendar/course/big-data-for-

pharmacovigilance-conference/ 

EMIG Business Development Group  21st June 
18 

Oxford-
shire http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig   

Conference on the next steps for professional 
healthcare regulation - relevant to pharmacy  

21st June 
18 london http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/healthcare-regulation

-18 
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C O M M E R C I A L  B U L L E T I N  

Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

Healthcare Digital Technology Congress 26th June 
18 

Manches-
ter www.convenzis.co.uk 

AWTTC Best Practice Day: Medicines Opti-
misation 

10th July 
19 Cardiff www.awmsg.org  

Pharma AI & IoT 2018 11th -12th 
July 18 london saket (a/t) viconferences.co.uk 

Priorities for adult social care in England: 
funding, delivery and policy options 

12th July 
18  london http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/social-care-England

-18 

Conference on the next steps for improving 
cancer care in England  

17th July 
18 london http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/cancer-care-in-

England-18 

FIP World Congress hosted by The Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society  

2nd - 6th 
Sept 18 Glasgow http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig   

The 4th World Congress on Clinical Trials for 
Medical Devices 

5th-6th 
Sept 18 london http://ctmd2018.com/default.aspx 

Next steps for patient records, IT and data 
security in the NHS 

13th Sept 
18  london http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/patient-records-18 

European Prefilled Syringes Summit 19th - 20th 
Sept 18 Berlin Mohammad Ahsan on +44 (0) 203 141 0606 

***SAVE THE DATE*** NIHR Clinical Re-
search Network: National Industry Event - 10th Oct 18  london mohamed.jama (a/t) nihr.ac.uk 

The International Congress on Precision 
Medicine Beyond Cancer  

15th-16th 
Oct 18 Germany http://www.pmbc2018.com/welcome-note.aspx?mode=browse 

The 2018 DDA (Dispensing Doctor Associa-
tion) and Best Practice conferences and exhi-

17th-18th 
Oct 18 

Birming-
ham https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/conference/ 

EMIG Business Development Group  18th Oct 18 Oxford-
shire http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig   

Conference on mental health policy in Wales 
- quality, access, delivery and young people  9th Nov 18 Wales http://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/mental-health-services-

Wales-18 

2nd Value Added Medicines Conference Nov-18 Brussels 
http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/vam2018/ 

EMIG Business Development Group  13th Dec 
18 

Oxford-
shire http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig   

Ireland in pricing and supply negotiations 

 

Ireland could be joining a group of European countries which jointly negotiate pharmaceutical deals with ma-

jor manufacturers. Negotiations are to begin in Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Austria on drug 

pricing and supply. 

 

Health Minister Simon Harris said “I’m delighted that Cabinet has given formal approval for Ireland to open 

these negotiations and I look forward to working with these countries to explore opportunities to secure    

affordable access to new medicines for Irish patients, through information sharing and policy exchange. 

 
To read more 
http://www.healthmanager.ie/2018/03/negotiations-on-drug-pricing-and-supply/ 
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WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to March 2018 

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data 
Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net 

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to March 2018 

WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages. 

Product Dec-17 Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 

Pioglitazone Tabs 15mg 28 £0.87 £0.87 £0.79 £6.62 

Gabapentin Caps 300mg 100 £8.30 £6.80 £5.87 £4.86 

Amitriptyline Tabs 10mg 28 £0.79 £0.78 £0.73 £0.70 

Pioglitazone Tabs 30mg 28 £1.03 £1.05 £0.98 £7.01 

Hydrocortisone Tabs 10mg 30 £23.59 £20.34 £22.94 £18.84 

Citalopram Tabs 20mg 28 £2.16 £1.87 £1.50 £1.05 

Amlodipine Besilate Tabs 10mg 28 £2.12 £1.80 £1.23 £0.73 

Fludrocortisone Tabs 100mcg 100 £51.43 £51.43 £53.79 £49.46 

Pioglitazone Tabs 45mg 28 £1.24 £1.27 £1.20 £8.65 

Digoxin Tabs 62.5mcg 28 £1.30 £1.28 £1.32 £1.97 


